Dear Sirs,
The interest in circulating microparticles (MP) shown by the scientific community is increasing. These MP emitted from membranes by activated or apoptotic blood cells have been considered for a long time merely as "cell debris" without biological activities.
However, MP arenowconsidered as critical effectors involved in numerous biological processes (e.g., coagulation, angiogenesis, immunomodulation) (1-5). After a venepuncture without a tourniquetas proposed (7), samples were collected after the elimination of the first millimeters, which are rich in tissue factor (TF)(7), in Vacutainer tubes (Becton-Dickinson, Le Pont de Claix, France) containingCitrate-Theophylline-AdenosineDipyridamole (CTAD) anticoagulant, in order to limit in vitroplatelet activation (7)and therefore the non-specific MP production. Samples were centrifuged (less than an hour after venepuncture). The 40 samples were centrifuged in order to obtain platelet-poor plasma (PPP) with the following centrifugation protocol: 1500g for 15 minutes, decantation and then Intra-and inter-assay CV values are less than 3% and less than 14% for STA Procoag PPL® and CAT method, respectively. Intra-and inter-assay CV's for cytometry using protocol #2 are 7.8 and 9.4%, respectively compared with 6.7% and 5.7% using protocol #1 (7).
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